
This pack contains some information about the course, 
including the textbooks that we recommend so that you can 

get a head start if you would like. 
 

 We have also included some recommendations for books 
and movies as the most impactful things you can do over 
your summer break is to stay engaged and interested in 

physics – we would love to hear your thoughts on some of 
them. 

 
 Lastly there is a “baseline assessment” that you will need 

to complete, we would like you to hand this in when you 
arrive in class in September. This give us a jump start on 
knowing where are when you start your A level in Physics 

in September. 
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So you’re interested in 
physics? 
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Your A Level physics will be brought to you in various lectures, workshops and practical laboratory sessions by an experienced 
lecturer: Tom Hogg(hoggt@chesterfield.ac.uk) 

The A level is taught as a series of modules which are all examined at the end of year one (for AS level qualifications) or at the end 
of year 2 (for A level qualifications). The modules are quite different compared to what you will be used to at GCSE, here are some 
examples: 

 

 

 
Particle 

physics and 
the quantum 

scale 

Astrophysics 
option 

 
 

 
Nuclear 
physics 

Physics modules 
 

Waves and 
optics 

 
 
 

Mechanics 
and further 
mechanics 

Thermal 
physics 

 
è 

We recommend the 
following text book 
and revision guides 

mailto:hoggt@chesterfield.ac.uk
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Book recommendations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Surely you’re joking Mr 
Feynman! – 

Richard P Feynman 

Physics of the 
Impossible – 
Michio Kaku 

Brief answers to the big 
questions – 

Stephan Hawking 

Forces of Nature – 
Brian Cox 

 
 
 
 

 

An edited collection of 
reminiscences by the 
Nobel Prize-winning 

physicist Richard Feynman 

A scientific exploration 
into the amazing things 
that happen in science 
fiction – from phasers to 

time travel. 

A book examining some of 
the universe's greatest 
mysteries. Science is very 

important in solving 
problems on planet Earth 

This book uncovers how 
some of our planet's 
beautiful sights and 

events are forged by just 
a handful of natural forces 
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The Martian – 
2015 

The Imitation Game – 
2014 

The theory of Everything – 
2000 

Interstellar – 
2014 

 
 
 
 

 

How do you survive as the 
only person on a planet 
with no food or oxygen? 

The true story about the 
development of the first 
computer in the second 

world war. 

A film depicting the life of 
Stephan Hawking and the 
discoveries he has made. 

An exploration into black 
holes and exoplanets. 
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Please complete this baseline assessment. You can use the internet and any resources to help you. You will need a calculator. 
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