
A level Chemistry 

This pack contains some information about the course, 
including the textbooks that we recommend so that you can 

get a head start if you would like.  
 

We have also included some recommendations for books 
and movies as the most impactful things you can do over 
your summer break is to stay engaged and interested in 

physics – we would love to hear your thoughts on some of 
them.  

 
Lastly there is a “baseline assessment” that you will need 

to complete, we would like you to hand this in when you 
arrive in class in September. This give us a jump start on 

knowing where are when you start your A level in 
Chemistry in September. 
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So you’re interested in 
Chemistry? 
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Course Information 
Your A Level chemistry will be brought to you in various lectures, workshops and practical laboratory sessions by a chemist: 
Tom Hogg  ( hoggt@chesterfield.ac.uk , S220) 

The A level is taught as a series of modules which are all examined at the end of year one (for AS level qualifications) or at the end 
of year 2 (for A level qualifications). The modules will fit into one of three general categories: 

Organic Chemistry 
The chemistry of carbon-based molecules. This includes hydrocarbons, alcohols, and even proteins and enzymes. 
This category involves a lot of practical work and requires an understanding of how reactions happen. You will be 
introduced to a new way of representing reactions known as mechanisms. 

 

Inorganic Chemistry 
The Chemistry of everything else. This category is wide ranging and diverse. It involves a look at many 
different reactions and strange chemistry often involving dramatic colour changes. You will look at 
transition metals, the halogens and catalysis. 

 

Physical Chemistry 
The chemistry of energy and how atoms and molecules interact with each other. In these modules you will gain an 
understanding of factors effecting the speed and energy of reactions. This category features a significant amount 
of maths. 

 
We recommend the 
following text book 
and revision guides 

à 

mailto:daveyk@chesterfield.ac.uk
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book recommendations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Disappearing spoon – 
Sam Kean 

Bad Science – 
Ben Goldacre 

World War Z – 
Max Brooks 

What if? – 
Randall Munroe 

 
 
 
 

 

An interesting look at the 
stories behind the 

elements on the periodic 
table. 

This book teaches you 
about the nonsense 

science that big 
companies try to lie to us 

with. 

The book which inspired 
the Brad Pitt film – how do 

we survive a zombie 
apocalypse? 

Scientific answers to 
funny and ridiculous 

questions 
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film recommendations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Martian – 
2015 

Dark Waters – 
2019 

Erin Brockovich– 
2000 

Hollow Man – 
2000 

 
 
 
 

 

How do you survive as the 
only person on a planet 
with no food or oxygen? 

A man takes a stand 
against a chemical 

company that is poisoning 
a local town. 

A legal drama about a 
woman who finds out 
about a poisoned water 
supply and takes action. 

How would turning 
invisible change you? 

Chemistry 
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Please complete this baseline assessment. You can use the internet and any resources to help you. You will need a calculator. 
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